H3680

CHILD TAX CREDIT

(Mr. LIEU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LIEU. Madam Speaker, 5 days
ago, millions of American families
with children received Child Tax Credit
refunds deposited directly into their
bank account. This is hundreds of dol-
lars that they could use for childcare
expenses, to put gas in their cars to go
to work, and to help fuel our economy.

This is going to happen again next
month, and again in the middle of Sep-
tember. And these payments go out
again the middle of October, and again
the middle of November, and again the
middle of December. This is critical
lifesaving money. These are tax cuts
directly to the American people.

And how did this happen? It hap-
pened because every Democrat voted
for the Child Tax Credit. Every Repub-
lican voted ‘‘no.” We want to give Re-
publicans another chance at this. We
are going to try to make this Child Tax
Credit permanent. We want this tax
cut to the American people permanent,
and the contrast could not be clearer.
When Democrats are in control, we
give tax cuts to the middle class.

———

BIDEN INFLATION TAX

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, inflation threatens
American families due to the out-of-
control spending by President Joe
Biden.

Biden inflation directly impacts the
day-to-day well-being of American
families. Inflation is currently rising
at the fastest pace in 13 years. And
Biden has proposed an irresponsible
$3.56 trillion deal that will increase
taxes.

Last month, consumer prices jumped
5.4 percent. Gas prices are up a huge
45.1 percent, and milk is up 5.6 percent.
What Biden doesn’t seem to realize is
that these costs negatively affect the
lower and middle class more than any-
one else. Wasteful spending and taxes
will only make matters worse. Infla-
tion is Biden taxation, and the Amer-
ican families deserve better.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.
God bless the courageous citizens of
Cuba standing up for freedom and lib-
erty from the failed socialist oppres-
SOrs.

——————

REMEMBERING RAMSES O.
AGUINAGA

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, today
I rise to remember the life of Santa
Ana Police Officer Ramses Aguinaga,
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who was tragically taken from his fam-
ily by cancer. Ramses was a leader in
the community where he grew up. He
was a smart and caring person who al-
ways made an effort to understand
each and every individual in his com-
munity.

In high school, he played football for
Mater Dei High School where he was a
key player in making sure that Mater
Dei won the Southern Section Division
championship.

In college, Ramses became interested
in criminal justice and spent 16 years
as a police officer. But his greatest ac-
complishment was the birth of his son,
Mateus Aguinaga, and Ramses loved
this child, loved him to death.

Ramses passed away in peace. His
family mourns him and will never for-
get how he brightened the lives of so
many of his friends and neighbors
where he grew up. He was a loving fa-
ther, a thoughtful son, a caring broth-
er, and a role model for our commu-
nity.

———

CONGRATULATING LUMBEE TRIB-
AL COUNCILMAN TERRY HUNT

(Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, today I rise to con-
gratulate Lumbee Tribal Council mem-
ber, Terry Hunt, who during July’s
council meeting was honored for nearly
three decades of service in the U.S.
Army and the North Carolina National
Guard where he served as a Command
Sergeant Major.

During the meeting, Councilman
Hunt was bestowed with the Old North
State Award, which honors guard mem-
bers who have served at least 20 years
and who have shown a dedication of
service beyond expectation. He was
also awarded the North Carolina Asso-
ciation Certificate, which honors Na-
tional Guard retirees.

Councilman Hunt was elected to the
Tribal Council in 2018, representing
District 14, which includes commu-
nities in Eastern Robeson County. I am
proud to work alongside him and the
other members of the council as we
pursue long-overdue Federal recogni-
tion for the Lumbee.

Congratulations to Councilman Hunt
on this great honor. The people of
North Carolina are grateful for his
service.

———

RISE IN CRIME

(Mr. GUEST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GUEST. Madam Speaker, Amer-
ica is a nation of laws, but in many
parts of our country, the rule of law is
under attack. At a time when the Na-
tion should be reopening and healing,
we see rising crime in many cities
across America. And where this rise of
crime is most prevalent is in cities
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that have decreased funding for its offi-
cers.

In 2020, we saw the highest number of
murders in over 25 years. And now in
2021, we have seen a spike in violent
crime and attacks against law enforce-
ment officers. The Defund the Police
movement has been the catalyst behind
this rise in crime and attacks on our
law enforcement. It has fueled hatred
against our fellow citizens who risk
their lives to protect us from crime.
And sadly, there are many progressive
members in this Chamber who have
supported this dangerous movement.

The first step in addressing the in-
crease in crime is not banning guns
from law-abiding citizens as proposed
by the President. Rather, we must re-
ject the Defund the Police movement
and ask those that support it to recog-
nize its disastrous impacts on our com-
munities.

——————

TRANSATLANTIC ENERGY
SECURITY

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, as co-
chair of the bipartisan Congressional
Ukraine Caucus, I rise to express my
deep concern on the issue of trans-
atlantic energy security. The Kremlin
and complicit European nations are
seeking to complete the Nord Stream 2
Pipeline. This Russian malign influ-
ence project will increase Vladimir
Putin’s leverage in Europe and disrupt
the NATO alliance.

Current news reports indicate that a
deal between the Biden administration
and Germany is imminent. According
to these reports, there is little in the
deal that will prevent Russia’s capac-
ity to coerce our allies. Congress un-
derstands history’s key lesson: When
Germany and Russia collude, the peo-
ple of Central and Eastern Europe pay
the price.

Congress has now voted twice on an
overwhelming bipartisan basis to sanc-
tion the Nord Stream 2 Pipeline. These
sanctions are mandatory, not discre-
tionary. Given the administration’s
abuse of the sanctions waiver, I was
pleased the Committee on Appropria-
tions unanimously adopted my bipar-
tisan amendment to repeal the waivers
moving forward. While I look forward
to reviewing the deal, the Congress—as
Article I of the Constitution man-
dates—must reject any deal that fails
to prioritize energy security in the
transatlantic alliance.

—————

COMMUNITY SERVICE BLOCK
GRANTS

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Madam Speaker, for
the past 40 years, community service
block grants have been vital to pro-
viding communities the resources
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needed to address poverty and expand
opportunities for children and families.
CSBG is a targeted program with
strong oversight and a solid track
record of success. And because no two
communities are the same, CSBG gives
organizations the flexibility to create
new and locally tailored solutions.

CSBG is also bipartisan. This year, 1
was honored to join with more than 100
House Members from both sides of the
aisle to advocate for an increase in
funding to the program. More resources
will allow great organizations in my
community, like the Mohawk Valley
Community Action Agency, to improve
and increase their services.

For over 50 years, MVCAA has served
the residents of Oneida, Herkimer, and
Madison Counties providing important
services, and supporting education, em-
ployment, childcare, and family needs.
In 2018 alone, they assisted 9,210 indi-
viduals, including 3,649 children.

I am so grateful that the Committee
on Appropriations met our fiscal year
2021 requests of $800 million for CSBG,
which will ensure that even more fami-
lies and children have access to the
tools they need to realize their poten-
tial.

I thank my good friend, ranking
member of the Committee on Appro-
priations, ToM COLE, as well as Chair-
woman ROSA DELAURO for their leader-
ship and commitment to this program.

———
O 1215
RECOGNIZING THOMAS GILMAN

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize a
young man in my district who will rep-
resent Iowa on the world stage.

Thomas Gilman, a University of Iowa
alumni, has qualified for the TU.S.
Olympic team for freestyle wrestling
and will be competing in this summer’s
Olympic Games in Tokyo, Japan, later
this month.

As a former Hawkeye, Thomas was a
force to be reckoned with in the 125-
pound weight division, finishing his ca-
reer in Iowa City with an impressive
record of 107-12 and a Big Ten Con-
ference title. He was also named the
Outstanding Wrestler of the 2017 Mid-
lands Championships.

His other athletic accomplishments
include a silver medal at the World
Wrestling Championships in Paris in
2017 and another silver medal at the
U.S. National Championships in Las
Vegas in 2019.

I wish Thomas the best of luck as he
goes on to represent the great State of
Iowa and the United States in the
Olympic Games. Bring home the gold.

———
HELP CUBAN PEOPLE ORGANIZE

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, the
Communist Party is afraid. They are
seeing their ideas collapse. They are
seeing that people will no longer wait
for the countless empty promises of the
Castro years to be fulfilled.

This is why we are seeing thousands
of unarmed protesters being arrested,
beaten, and killed all across the island
of Cuba.

If the Communist Party of Cuba had
their way, if they were successful in
blocking the communications of their
people as they intended to do with
their power outages and censorship,
then we wouldn’t even be able to see
these abuses.

Cuba’s Communist Government has
had 62 years to prove that it could pro-
vide health, housing, education, work,
food, and security to its people. In-
stead, we see buildings collapsing on
the heads of Cuban citizens. We see
that the government provided food full
of gravel. We see security forces firing
live rounds into crowds that are not al-
lowed to be armed.

The White House needs to act soon to
help the Cuban people organize and
communicate freely, and let the rest of
the world know what is really hap-
pening only 90 miles from our border.

Where is the United Nations?

I call on President Biden to unblock
and expand uncensored internet access.
We have the technology to do it now
and guarantee cellular service to their
island.

The embargo is not the problem. Peo-
ple need to be liberated. They are polit-
ical prisoners. Provide independent and
free press.

Madam Speaker, which of these do
the Cuban people not deserve?

———

VOTING RIGHTS SHOULD NOT BE
DENIED

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I want to rise today to inform everyone
who might be listening that the fili-
buster is not in this little book that
has governed this great Nation, the
Constitution of the United States.

In fact, the 16th Amendment, as it re-
lates to voting, says: ‘“The right of citi-
zens of the United States to vote
should not be denied or abridged by the
United States or any State on account
of race, color, or previous condition of
servitude,” which means we should
move forward with certain things.

One, we need to move forward with
the infrastructure bill. We must move
forward with the budget and budget
reconciliation. We must ensure that
voting rights are protected in this Na-
tion. Again, the filibuster is not a con-
stitutional provision, and therefore, we
must govern.

Madam Speaker, I want to express
my knowledge and concern of the
crime and violence across America. It
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is facing us in Houston as well. I was
delighted to bring almost a million dol-
lars to help our victims of crimes and
the victim advocates program for HPD.
It is time now to stand up for America.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

————

STRENGTHENING LOCAL TRANS-
PORTATION SECURITY CAPABILI-
TIES ACT OF 2021

Ms. BARRAGAN. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1870) to require the Secretary
of Homeland Security to prioritize
strengthening of local transportation
security capabilities by assigning cer-
tain officers and intelligence analysts
to State, local, and regional fusion cen-
ters in jurisdictions with a high-risk
surface transportation asset and im-
proving the timely sharing of informa-
tion regarding threats of terrorism and
other threats, including targeted vio-
lence, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1870

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Strength-
ening Local Transportation Security Capa-
bilities Act of 2021"".

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) DOMESTIC TERRORISM.—The term ‘‘do-
mestic terrorism’ has the meaning given
such term in section 2331 of title 18, United
States Code.

(2) INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM.—The term
“international terrorism”’ has the meaning
given such term in section 2331 of title 18,
United States Code.

(3) PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTOR STAKE-
HOLDERS.—The term ‘‘public and private sec-
tor stakeholders’” has the meaning given
such term in section 114(u)(1)(c) of title 49,
United States Code.

(4) SURFACE TRANSPORTATION ASSET.—The
term ‘‘surface transportation asset’ includes
facilities, equipment, or systems used to pro-
vide transportation services by—

(A) a public transportation agency (as such
term is defined in section 1402(5) of the Im-
plementing Recommendations of the 9/11
Commission Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-53; 6
U.S.C. 1131(5)));

(B) a railroad carrier (as such term is de-
fined in section 20102(3) of title 49, United
States Code);

(C) an owner or operator of—

(I) an entity offering scheduled, fixed-route
transportation services by over-the-road bus
(as such term is defined in section 1501(4) of
the Implementing Recommendations of the
9/11 Commission Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-
53; 6 U.S.C. 1151(4))); or
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